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David L. Head, a historian and advocate for Granville T. Woods and
other Black pioneers of transportation, appeared in full period costume
as Woods to present the inventor’s life and work on April 23 at a Woods
commemoration at St. Michael’s Cemetery (72-02 Astoria Blvd., East
Elmhurst, Queens, NY), where Woods is buried. See page 2.
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St. Michael’'s Cemetery Holds
Granville T. Woods Tribute

The following story is an extract from
“Granville T. Woods, Tribute To A Black Pio-
neer”, a story by John Stickney that the
Gazette ran on March 30, before the event at
St. Michael’s Cemetery.

Granville T. Woods, a contemporary of
Thomas Edison, was called “the Black Edi-
son” for his inventions in electricity. Woods
helped develop the third rail that powers our
subways; the electrification of the Figure 8, a
Coney Island roller coaster: and a wireless
communications system that prevented train
accidents. But Woods’ race sentenced him to
a life of struggle and, ultimately, to a pauper’s

grave at St. Michael’s Cemetery (72-02 Asto-
ria Boulevard, East Elmhurst) not far from
where another contemporary is buried — Scott
Joplin, the Black composer of “The Enter-
tainer”. (Woods’ grave has since been ac-
knowledged with a proper headstone.)

On Saturday, April 23, St. Michael’s Ceme-
tery honored one of its own in a special com-
memoration. April 23 happens to be Woods’
birthday, and in effect the inventor came back
to life in the person of David L. Head, author
of “Granville T. Woods: African-American
Communications and Transportation Pioneer.”
(Available at dlhfoundation51@gmail.com.)

A Few Words To Thank Those
Involved In Woods’ Tribute

Queens Gazette publisher and master of ceremonies Tony Barsamian thanked Saint
Michael”’s Cemetery for their direct involvement in the betterment of the community. He
specifically thanked General Manager Dennis Werner, who was involved in all aspects of
the Granville T. Woods Tribute. Barsamian noted that representing St. Michael’s Cemetery
at the event was Reverend Kate Flexer, CFO Jeff Miller, Director of Operations Katie La-
Bella, and Director of Administration Rita Gambino. He also thanked the entire staff and
crew for what they do day by day, and at every special event that St Michael’s is involved
with in the community. He also thanked Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry who represents the
35th Assembly District and is Speaker Pro Tempore, for attending the special lecture on
Woods.

Most notably Barsamian profusely thanked David Head, the special guest lecturer and
author, speaker, historian, advocate, and most noted expert in the work of Woods. Barsamian
also thanked John Stickney, who contributed by writing the pre-event story and provided all
the pre-event information. After the exhibition, guests had the opportunity to walk over and
pay respects at the gravesite of Granville T. Woods.

The next event scheduled at St. Michaels is the Scott Joplin tribute on May 14th at 2 pm.

Historian

David L. Head
helped St.
Michael’s com-
memorate
Granville T.
Woods’ birthday

with a multimedia,
all-ages presenta-
tion on April 23.

David L.
Head was joined
by Assembly
Member Jeffrion
Aubrey at the cele-
bration of
Granville T.
Woods’ life and
work at St.
Michael’s Ceme-

tery.

Photos Tony
Barsamian

Head, a retired New York City bus driver (for-
merly of South Ozone Park, now residing in
Southfield, Michigan) appeared in period cos-
tume and “channeled” Woods’ spirit in a lively
multimedia presentation designed for all ages.
At one point, Head assumed Woods’ voice to
tell a rags-to-not-quite-riches story of inven-
tive genius and thwarted promise.

Woods’ first U.S. patent, in 1883, was for
a steam boiler furnace (with which he was
deeply familiar from his railroad days). But
‘Woods prophetically envisioned that electric-
ity was the future, and he went on to win 44

A

more patents, including for an “electric railway
system,” "chicken incubator," "amusement
park apparatus," and “automatic air brake.”

In 1891 Woods moved to New York City
and found a niche for himself as an inventor,
partly through connections with General Elec-
tric. But he was often embroiled in court over
the rights to his patents.

“For Woods, patents did not produce eco-
nomic rewards; they only represented unful-
filled dreams,” writes Rayvon Fouché, a Black
professor of American Studies at Purdue Uni-

See page 26

“Celebrating Our 90th Anniversary”

allone & Vallone
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Plan your Estate and asset preservation
today to protect your family for tomorrow

Your home for legal & community services
[for over three generations.

22-45 31st Street
Astoria, NY 11105

(718) 204-2929
WWW.VALLONELAW.COM

LOCALMD

DA

LocalMD is a multi-specialty health center that
provides high-quality Primary Care and preven-
tative health services. We also offer Pediatric,
Internal Medicine, Gastroenterology, Mental
Health services, and Family Planning services.
We provide annual physicals, pediatric sports
physicals, pre employment physicals, and sick
visits among other services. We also offer all
COVID related services including booster shots
and rapid antigen testing.

WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR INSURANCES.

71-16 Grand Ave

Maspeth, NY 11378
(718)307-1577

Labs and EKGs done on-site.

All of our Doctors are Board Certified.

- Ravin Patel, MD (Family Medicine)
- Vijay Chadderwala, DO (Family Medicine)
- Kevin Tin, MD (Gastroenterology)
- Mak Hong, NP (Adult Health)
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LEGAL/PROFESSIONAL

LEGAL NOTICE
Abia Management LLC Arts of
Org. filed SSNY 4/8/22,
Queens Co. SSNY design
agent for process & shall mail
to Zenbusiness Inc. 41 State St
#112 Albany, NY 12207 Gen-
eral Purpose. 6X 6/1/22 QG

LEGAL NOTICE
Royal Vision Ventures LLC Arts
of Org. filed SSNY 4/12/22,
Queens Co. SSNY design
agent for process & shall mail
to Zenbusiness Inc. 41 State St
#112 Albany, NY 12207 Gen-
eral Purpose. 6X 6/1/22 QG

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF QUEENS
INDEX NO. 718820/2019
Plaintiff designates QUEENS
as the place of trial situs of the
real property
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Mortgaged Premises:
14-09 PINSON STREET FAR
ROCKAWAY, NY 11691
District: Section:
Block: 15652 Lot: 3
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, AS TRUSTEE, SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST TO
BANK OF AMERICA, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS
TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO LASALLE BANK
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS
TRUSTEE FOR MERRILL

LYNCH MORTGAGE IN-
VESTORS TRUST, MORT-
GAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES
2006-AHLA1,

Plaintiff,

VS.

HOWARD GEORGE if living,
and if she/he be dead, any and
all persons unknown to plaintiff,
claiming, or who may claim to
have an interest in, or general
or specific lien upon the real
property described in this ac-
tion; such unknown persons
being herein generally de-
scribed and intended to be in-
cluded in the following
designation, namely: the wife,
widow, husband, widower, heirs
at law, next of kin, descen-
dants, executors, administra-
tors, devisees, legatees,
creditors, trustees, committees,
lienors, and assignees of such
deceased, any and all persons
deriving interest in or lien upon,
or title to said real property by,

Woods...

From page 2

through or under them, or ei-
ther of them, and their respec-
tive wives, widows, husbands,
widowers, heirs at law, next of
kin, descendants, executors,
administrators, devisees, lega-
tees, creditors, trustees, com-
mittees, lienors and assigns, all
of whom and whose names,
except as stated, are unknown
to plaintiff; NEW YORK CITY
PARKING VIOLATIONS BU-
REAU; NEW YORK CITY
TRANSIT ADJUDICATION BU-
REAU; NEW YORK CITY EN-
VIRONMENTAL CONTROL
BOARD; DEUTSCHE BANK
NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY,
AS CERTIFICATE TRUSTEE
ON BEHALF OF BOSCO
CREDIT 1l TRUST SERIES
2010-1, THE PEOPLE OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK; THE
UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA

"JOHN DOE #1" through
"JOHN DOE #12," the last
twelve names being fictitious
and unknown to plaintiff, the
persons or parties intended
being the tenants, occupants,
persons or corporations, if any,
having or claiming an interest in
or lien upon the premises, de-
scribed in the complaint,
Defendants.

To the above named Defen-
dants

YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED to answer the com-
plaint in this action and to serve
a copy of your answer, or, if the
complaint is not served with
this summons, to serve a notice
of appearance on the Plaintiff's
Attorney within 20 days after
the service of this summons,
exclusive of the day of service
(or within 30 days after the
service is complete if this sum-
mons is not personally deliv-
ered to you within the State of
New York) in the event the
United States of America is
made a party defendant, the
time to answer for the said
United States of America shall
not expire until (60) days after
service of the Summons; and in
case of your failure to appear or
answer, judgment will be taken
against you by default for the
relief demanded in the com-
plaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF AC-
TION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above
caption action is to foreclose
a Mortgage to secure the
sum of $492,000.00 and inter-
est, recorded on March 16,
2006, at Instrument number
2006000150808, of the Public
Records of QUEENS County,
New York, covering premises
known as 14-09 PINSON
STREET FAR ROCKAWAY,
NY 11691.

The relief sought in the
within action is a final judg-
ment directing the sale of the
premises described above to
satisfy the debt secured by
the Mortgage described
above.

QUEENS County is desig-
nated as the place of trial be-
cause the real property
affected by this action is lo-
cated in said county.
NOTICE

YOU ARE IN DANGER OF
LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this
summons and complaint by
serving a copy of the answer
on the attorney for the mort-
gage company who filed this
foreclosure proceeding
against you and filing the an-
swer with the court, a default
judgment may be entered
and you can lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to
the court where your case is
pending for further informa-
tion on how to answer the
summons and protect your
property.

Sending a payment to the
mortgage company will not
stop the foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY
SERVING A COPY OF THE
ANSWER ON THE ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF
(MORTGAGE COMPANY)
AND FILING THE ANSWER
WITH THE COURT.

Dated: June 10th, 2020
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ,
SCHNEID, CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC

Attorney for Plaintiff
MATTHEW ROTHSTEIN,
ESQ.

900 Merchants Concourse,
Suite 310

Westbury, NY 11590
516-280-7675

4X 5/18/22 QG

versity, in his book, “Black Inventors in the Age of Segregation:
Granville T. Woods, Lewis H. Latimer and Shelby J. Davidson.”

In the gradual rediscovery of Black history, Woods has gained well-
deserved respect. P.S. 335 in Bedford-Stuyvesant has been named the Granville T. Woods El-
ementary School, and Western Electric commissioned a bronze marker for his unmarked grave
at St. Michael’s Cemetery in 1975 —but nobody has done more to promote Woods’ legacy than
David L. Head, who learned about the inventor while writing for the Transit Workers Union

Black history committee.

Head first came to Woods’ grave in 1998. “I knelt there and wept,” Head recalls, “and I
prayed to the Universal Spirit that I might learn more about this man.”

Head lobbied for Woods to be honored at the centennial of the New York City subway in
2004 — and the MTA issued four million MetroCards commemorating Woods. Woods was in-
ducted into the Coney Island Hall of Fame, and an adjacent street was renamed Granville T.

Woods Way.

What compels Head to crusade for Woods? “Ever since I was in elementary school I've
been reading history,” Head says. “And I kept wondering, where are the Black people in the
story, beyond slavery? I felt invisible and inferior. That has driven my passion to tell the untold

inspirational stories.”

Public To Have A Say In
Plan For Innovation QNS

After four years of commu-
nity engagement, analysis, and
refinement, the plan for Inno-
vation QNS - the $2 billion pri-
vate investment that would
jumpstart Western Queens’
economy and address many
longstanding needs in Astoria—
took a major step forward as it
entered the City’s public review
process known as ULURP
(Uniform Land Use Review
Procedure).

Coming as much of New
York City still languishes from
the aftermath of Covid-19, the
community-focused plan offers
solutions to many longtime
local challenges that were exac-
erbated during the pandemic. In
2021, Astoria’s Community
District 1 ranked 53rd out of 59
neighborhoods in New York
City for open space and had more than 200 vacant
storefronts. A 2022 Community Board needs as-
sessment released this year indicated a shortage of
housing in the neighborhood, with a vacancy rate
of just 5.4% compared to a citywide vacancy rate
of 6.9%.

“After four years of speaking with, listening to,
and refining the plan based on conversations with
our neighbors, we’re excited that Innovation QNS
is as reflective and inclusive of the community as
any economic development initiative in recent
memory,” said Tracy Capune, Vice President of
Kaufman Astoria Studios. “We look forward to
continuing to work with our neighbors and elected
officials toward a plan that best meets the needs of
Astoria and New York City.”

Innovation QNS would create more than two
acres of new, publicly accessible open space; $50
million a year in new annual spending at existing
neighborhood businesses; and more than 700 per-
manently affordable homes, including over 540
under $1,500 a month and over 100 affordable sen-
ior apartments. The plan also would create 5400
on-site jobs — with 3,700 in construction and 1,700
permanent jobs including union building service
jobs — and new homes for long-time community-
serving nonprofit organizations to expand their ed-
ucational programming and support services.

Seeking to provide the community with a full
understanding of the Innovation QNS plan and re-
sponding to requests by Council Member Julie
Won, the project team recently shared with Com-
munity Board 1 how the project has evolved in di-
rect response to neighborhood feedback, including:

*Relocation of building density towards North-
ern Boulevard;

*Redesign of the more than two acres of open
space to add an additional potential active open
space plus lawns, a dog run, and additional trees;
and

*A widened Steinway Street pedestrian passage.

Responding to the official start of the public re-
view process, a diverse range of residents, NYCHA
tenant leaders, small business owners, and restau-
rateurs urged the project’s swift approval.

“I’'m really excited about the economic boost
that Innovation QNS represents for our commu-
nity,” said Jamal Bouidra, owner of Astoria Bou-
tique. “By supporting the incredible local
businesses that we already have in Astoria, Inno-

e

On Wednesday, April 20 at Museum of the Moving Image, Innova-
tion QNS addressed community concerns and praise. (L. to r.): Sil-
verstein Properties Vice President Jamison Divoll, Urban Upbound
CEO and Co-Founder Bishop Mitchell Taylor, Kaufman Astoria
Studios Vice President Tracy Capune, BedRock Real Estate Part-
ners Co-Founder Tracey Appelbaum, and the moderator, Public
Works Partners President Celeste Frye (far r.).

vation QNS will bring more customer traffic, more
dollars, and more opportunities to our stores.”

“What’s exciting about Innovation QNS is the
level of active listening and engagement they’ve
undertaken to ensure neighborhood voices like
mine are reflected in the plan,” said Bob Din, a
longtime Astoria resident. “Outdoor open space is
sorely lacking in this neighborhood, and they’ve
committed to creating more than two acres of pub-
lic open space for neighbors to gather and sit, where
kids can play, and people can walk their dogs.”

“Our community strongly says YES to Innova-
tion QNS for its 5,400 good-paying jobs and pro-
grams run by neighborhood non-profits to
maximize local hiring and opportunities for minor-
ity-and women-owned businesses,” said Claudia
Coger, resident of Astoria Houses. “Opportunities
like this only come around so often, and it’s critical
that our elected officials recognize the benefits In-
novation QNS will create in our community.”

“As a neighborhood restaurateur for 30 years,
it’s never been this hard to run a business,” said
Dom Sacramone, owner of Sac’s Place restaurant.
“This plan will help bring more customers, em-
ployees, and residents to the neighborhood who
will eat locally and support our recovery.”

The plan now goes before the Community
Board for their review, and the public will have sev-
eral opportunities to weigh in and make their voices
heard as part of the City’s review process, begin-
ning with a Community Board 1 Land Use Com-
mittee hearing at a soon to be announced date.

Centered on five blocks at the intersection of
Steinway Street and 35th Avenue, Innovation QNS
is a community-focused plan to help address many
of Astoria’s long-standing needs. Led by Kaufman
Astoria Studios, Silverstein Properties, and
BedRock Real Estate Partners and developed
through four years of community engagement, the
plan includes mixed-income housing; space for
startups, small businesses, and nonprofits in the
city’s creative industries; community health and
wellness facilities; and neighborhood-focused
shops, restaurants, and entertainment. The plan also
includes more than two acres of thoughtfully pro-
grammed open space, educational programming
for residents of all ages, space for people to create
and enjoy the arts, and support for existing neigh-
borhood small businesses.



